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Field Measures of Wilderness 
Character for Bitterroot 
Recommended Wilderness, 
Bitterroot National Forest
Carly Stinson and Lisa Gerloff
Attributes used to measure 
wilderness character
Untrammeled Natural Undeveloped Opportunities for 
solitude or primitive 
and unconfined 
recreation
Other features of 
value
Pulling weeds Invasive plants Installations & 
developments
Non-system trails Cultural
Wildlife Trail Closures Campsite conditions
Water Erosion Signs Recreation use
Mechanized or 
motorized use
Auditory intrusions
Visual intrusions
Identified in Wilderness Act of 1964 and described in Keeping it Wild: An 
Interagency Strategy to Monitor Trends in Wilderness Character Across the 
National Wilderness Preservation System


Invasive Plants
Oxeye Daisy, Watchtower Creek
Distance to Water
Spatial Distribution
Disturbance
Cheatgrass, Boulder Point Lookout
Knapweed, Sawtooth Creek, 
Recent fire and timber harvest


Installations and Developments
“wilderness retains its primeval character 
and influence, and is essentially without 
permanent improvement or modern 
occupation” (Landres et al., 2008). 
Bridge removed across Watchtower Creek
Boulder Point Lookout


Number of signs by type and condition
Wilderness Boundary Sign
Signs
Hunting Boundary, Trapper Creek
Trail Junction/Directional, Fales Flat
User created sign


Non-System Trails
Non-System Trail, Nelson Lake


Encounters with People
ACTIVITY TOTAL PEOPLE TOTAL GROUPS TOTAL HORSE/PACKSTOCK
Hiker/Backpacker 191 73
Horseback 1 1 1
Mountain Bike 3 1
Other 12 5
GRAND TOTAL 207 80 1
• 80 separate encounters, 66 occurred in the Northern Bitterroots.
• Of the 73 hikers, 68 were on day trips
• “Other” included 6 trail crew members, 5 climbers, and 1 game 
warden
Campsites
IMPACT INDEX SCORE CLASS IMPACT INDEX SCORE RANGE NUMBER OF CAMPSITES
Not a site 0-10 22
Light 11-20 23
Moderate 21-30 9
Heavy 31-39 4
Extreme 40-48 0
Campsite-Heavily impacted, 
Baker Lake
Number of campsites by landform category 
and impact class.


Questions?
